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Beloved Brethren in our common Lord, 

OUR Defire of this Publication is an 
Evidence that you approve of the Doc- 
trine delivered in the Diſcourſe. As I am per- 
ſuaded, upon the moſt ſerious and deliberate. 
Enquiry, which I have been able to make, that 
nothing is advanced, but what firi&ly agrees 
with Scripture, and, as to the Subſtance of i, 
hath been the common Faith of Chriſtians, 
was willing to comply with your Requeſt ; not 
with the leaſt Expectation, that the Principles 
pleaded for, ' or my Manner of Treating on 
them, will meet with a favourable Reception 
from any confiderable Number of Profeſſors. 
My Acquaintance with the prevailing Senti- 
ments and polite Taſte of the preſent Age 
will not permit me to hope for either. But, if 
the Peruſal of what you candidly heard, when 
delivered from the Pulpit, may be of any Ser- 
vice to eſtabliſh you in the important Truths, 
which are the Subje& of this Sermon, that, 
with me, will much over-ballance the high- 
eſt Contempt, which the Adverſaries of thoſe 
 &lorious Truths may be pleaſed to caſt upon it: 

Se og et tad "Taj 
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For, if I am not abſolutely a Stranger to myſelf, 
(which I would not be) I am defirous to af- 
ſert and defend Evangelical Principles, and con- 
firm the Faith of the Saints therein, My Per- 
ſuaſion that you wiſh for | Succeſs in every 
ſuch Attempt emboldens me to acquaint you, 
that I have prepared an Anſwer to a Pam- 
phlet on the Subject of Attonement, wherein 
the Fundamental Doctrine of the Satisfaction of 
Chriſt is entirely explained away. That Piece 
had not lien ſo long, as it has, without Notice 
taken of it, if J had not entertained Ho 

that ſome Perſon, better qualified for ſuch a 
Service, would have undertook it. There are 


fome Remarks upon it juſt now publiſhed : But, 


as the Author of that Performance is very far 
from anſwering my Wiſhes on that momen- 
tous Doctrine, I ſhall not ſuppreſs what 1 
have drawn up in Anſwer to it: And, 2 
bably, I may acquaint the Reader with fo 
of my Reaſons fr my Conduct in Ne 0 
this Matter. You have my Condolence in your 
preſent Situation; and I ſball rejoice.in an Op- 
nity to congratule vou on the happy 
ccafion, of a e with a Paſtor every 


d you * on ga moſi * 


Faitb. 
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1 B. 


2 TI XM. 1. 9. 


Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy 
Calling, not according to our own Works ; but 
according to his own Purpoſe and Grace, which 
was given us in Chriſt before the World began. 


HE Zeal of the Apoſtle Paul for 
the Propagation of the Goſpel, 
and his indefatigable Endeavours 


to ſpread the Intereſt of Chriſt, 
drew upon him the keen Reſentment of ſuch, 
who were Adverſaries to both. In Conſequence 
of which, he was expoſed to Penury, Re- 

roach, and violent Perfecution. But what he 
ſuffered, for the Sake of the Goſpel, did not 
make him, in the leaſt Degree, aſhamed of it : 
Becauſe he knew, that it ig the Power of God 
unto Salvation to every one who believes: And, 
that therein is revealed the Righteouſneſs of God, 
from Faith to Faith. He exhorts Timothy to 
thew the ſame Reſolution and Fortitude, in the 
Diſcharge of that important Service whereunto 
he was called in the Church of God. Be not 
thou, therefore, aſhamed of the Teſtimony of the 
Lord, nor of me his * but be thou Par- 


taker 


2 Salvation and Vocation, 


taker of the Aflictions of the Goſpel according to 
the Power of God. And, in the Text, he pro- 
poſes to his Conſideration various important 
Truths, in order to enforce the Exhortation, 
and animate him in his miniſterial Work. 


Fir, Two Acts of God towards, or upon 
us, are expreſſed : Who bath ſaved us and called 
us, &c. 

Secondly, A negative Aſſertion, in Reſpect 
to thoſe Acts: Not according to our Works. 
Thirdly, A poſitive Aſſertion: But according 
to his own Purpoſe and Grace, which was given 


WS in Chri/t before the World began. 


Fir Two Acts of God towards, or upon 
us, are ere in he Text, 73 

1. Who hath ted us, This leads us to 

. conſider our State, To enquire what 

Salvation includes in it. And to ſhew, 

that Salvation is effected: Or that thoſe 

Things are accompliſhed, which Salva- 


tion compriſes, as it is here to be under- 
ſtood. 7 


I. Our State is wretched and deplorable. We 
have deſtroyed ourſelves, and are obnoxious un- 
to the greateſt Miſery : 'We are wretched, and 
poor, and miſerable, and blind, and naked. _ 
(1+) We are chargeable with original Guilt. 
By one Man, Sin entered into the World, and 
Death mou Sin: Death paſed upon all Men, for 

that 


not according to Works, but Grace. 3 
that all have fined, or, in whom all have finned 


(2). By one Man's Diſobedience, many were 
made Sinners (b). Adam, from whom we de- 
ſcend, was conſtituted our Repreſentative; his 
Act of Tranſgreſſion, therefore, was not his 
Act, as a private, but a public Perſon: And 
We "Jexned in him, and fell with bim, in his 
Ag acy. In Conſequence of which, 

2.) We derive a corrupt Nature from him. 
That which is born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh: And 
that which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit (c). It 
is not difficult to underſtand what is meant b 
Fleſh ; for, as it ſtands oppoſed to that which is 
born of the Spirit, it muſt mean corrupt and 
evil Diſpoſitions of Mind. And, conſequently, 
every natural Deſcendant of Adam, in his Con- 
ception and Birth, becomes the Subject of de- 
praved Habits. David confeſſes his early De- 
pravation: Bebold, Tas ſbapen in Intquity, and 
in Sin did my Mother conceive me (d). This 
Confeſſion reſpects not the Sin of his Parent, 
but his own : Beſides, it is as ridiculous to ſay, 
that David's Mother finned in Conception, as 
to affirm, that ſhe ſinned in digeſting her Food, 
the former being natural and involuntary, as 
well and as much as the latter. 

(3.) We have contracted much Guilt. 


We 


we were naturally under the Dominion of Sin: 
Servants to it, and it bore the Sway in us. Our 
Omiſſions of Duty have been many, and we 
performed no Branch of it, in that holy Man- 
ner which the Law requires ; - In numerqus 


{a} Rom, v. 12. (B) Ver. 19. (c) John iii. 8 4) Pal. li. 6. 
2 Inſtances, 
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Inſtances, have acted directly contrary to the 
Command of God. All have finned and come 
Short of his Glory: We have all had our Gonver- 
F in Times paſt, in the Luſts of our Fleſh, 
fulfilling the Defires of the Fleſh, and of the 
Mind; and were by Nature Children of Wrath, 
even as others (e). For wwe ourſelves alſo, were 
Sometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, decerved, ſerving 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures, living in Ma- 
tice and Envy, hateful, and bating one another 
H. The Eruptions of Luſt have been more 
and greater in ſome, than in others; but all 
have acted a criminal Part, and not been ſub- 
jet to the Lay, the Rule of Action. 80 that 
every Man is far, very far, from being inno- 
cent in his Behaviour. 
(We are condemned by the Law. Curſed is 
very one, who continueth not in all Things written 
in the Book of the Law to do them (g). Every 
Deviation from the Rule of our Duty, and the 
improper Performance of it, ſubjects us unto 
the Law's Curſe; and, therefore, . as our 
Offences are innumerable, we muſt needs be in 
a very. deplorable Condition, in Conſequence 
of our multiplied Tranſgreſſions. So many as 
are our Sins, are the Curſes due unto us on Ac- 
count of thee... 

(.) We are . to Divine Venen 
There i is no Exemption in this Caſe. For, what 
Thing s  ſoever the by lung ſaith, it ſaith to tbem 
thats are er it, that every Mouth may be Neopped, 


(0 Fph. ii. 3. "(/) Tit. iti, © 620 Gat. i lit. 10. 
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not according to Works, but Grace. 9 
and all the World may become guilty before 
God (b). If any Man pleads his Innocence, 
he neceſſarily rejects Chriſt, as a Saviour, and 
renounces that Salvation, which the Goſpel 
reveals through his Blood and Righteouſneſs, 
and openly declares that his Condition is ſuch, 
as makes it unneceſſary for him to crave the 
Exerciſe of pardoning Mercy in his Favour. All 
Men are worthy of Death, of eternal Death, 
which 7s the Wages of Sin, as the Gift of God is 
eternal Life, Theſe Hints are ſufficient, if we 
have a Capacity of ſpiritual Diſcernment, to 
convince us of our wretched and miſerable 
State and Condition in ſome Meaſure. 5 
This is the fad State of us all: I and each of 
you are naturally in this periſhing Condition. 

II. Salvation, as it is here to be under- 
ſtood, implies the following Particulars. 
1. Non-Imputation of Sin. This neceſſari- 
ly enters into, and is a conſiderable Branch of 
Salvation, for no Deliverance from deſerved Pe- 
nalty can be without it. God was in Chriſt 
reconciling tbe World unto himſelf, not imputing 
their Treſpaſſes unto them (i). Redemption ſup- 
poſes the Pardon of Sin: In whom we have Re- 
demption through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins (S). The Imputatiou of Sin is follow- 
ed with Condemnation, and the Infliction of 
Puniſhment, and, conſequently, Salvation im- 
plies a Diſcharge from Guilt. 5 

2. Redemption from the Curſe of the Law. 

This is a Conſequence of the former. For, as 

(5) Rom. iii. 19. (i) 2 Cor. v. 19. (4) Eph. i. 7. 
the 


6 Salvation and Vocation, 
the Imputation of Guilt is neceſſarily attended 
with, or brings us under an Obnoxiouſneſs to 
the Law s Curſe : So the Remiſſion of our Sins 
fuppoſes a Right unto Freedom from Con- 
demnation. "There is no Condemnation to them 
who are in Chrift Jeſus (1). It cannot, with any 
Propriety, be faid Tak we are ſaved, if we have 
no Right to Freedom from thoſe Menaces, 
whereunto out Crimes Juſtly expoſed our. Per- 
ſons. — 

Deliverance Seil Divine Wrath: Or 
Security from ſuffering the vindictive Diſplea- 
fure of God. Our Miſery is an Obnoxiouſneſs 
to ſuffering his terrible Anger and Vengeance, 
and, therefore our Salvation muſt imply an ac- 
tual Right unto Deliverance from his fiery In- 
dignation,' which would devour us. 

4. A Right to Life and Bleſſedneſs. If we 
are left without a Title to Happineſs, our Sal- 
vation is incomplete : For, that not only is De- 
liverance from Evil, or the Suffering of Puniſh- 
ment; but it is t the Fruition of Good, and, 
therefore, a Right to eternal Life is no leſs 3 in- 
cluded in the Idea of Salvation, than a Right 
unto an Exemption from ſuffering Puniſhment 
is therein contained. That, being juſtified by bis 
Grace, ue might be made ' Heirs, according to 
the Hope of eternal Life 1 

II. God hath ſaved us: Or our Salva- 
tion, as it is incluſive of theſe Things, is effec- 
ted already.” 3 

| 0 Rom, . 

42 . 1. Sin 


not according to Works, but Grace. 7 


1. Sin is expiated. According to antient 
Promiſe and Prophecy, Chriſt hath fini/bed 
 Tranſgreſſion, and made an End of Sin (n) in 


its, Guilt : He bath removed our Tranſgreſſions > 
from us, as far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt (o). 
And thoſe contrary Points will, ſooner meet, H, 
than the Perſons of God's People and their 
Sins will meet in Judgment, to their Condem- 
nation. Once in the End of the World hath be 


appeared to put away Sin, by the Sacrifice of bim- 


felf (6p): When the Iniquity of Iſrael Hall be 


ſought for, there ſhall be none, and the Sins of 


Judah, and they ſhall- not be found, for I will 
pardon them whom IT reſerve (g). 

2. Redemption from the Law's Curſe is ob- 
tained fully and effectually. Chriſt bath redeemed 
us from the Curſe of the Law, being made a 
Carſe for us (r). The penal Death of our Sa- 
viour, procured for us a Right unto a Freedom 
from Condemnation ; if not, we ſhall never 
have ſuch a Right, but muſt for ever lie under 
the dreadful Malediction of the Covenant of 
Works, and periſh under that Curſe. 

3. Exemption from ſuffering Puniſhment. 
Right unto this. is the certain and immediate 
Effect of his Sufferings and Death. If it is not, 
then, if ever, we have ſuch a Right, that muſt 
be the Fruit and Effect of ſomething elſe, and 
not of his penal Death: What that can be, 


let us be informed. Until we are, we ſhall 


conclude with the Apoſtle: Much more then 


(*) Dan. ix. 24. (e) Pal. ciii. 12. {p) Heb. ix. 
being 


26, ) Jer. I. 20. (r) Gal. iii. 13. 
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being juſtified by his Blood, we ſhall be ſaved from 
Wrath through him (5). If the Death of Chriſt, 
in a proper Senſe, 1s the meritorious Cauſe of 
our Pardon, Right to Impunity muſt be the 
certain and immediate Conſequence of it. 
4. Right to Life is alſo what exiſts. Chriſt 
hath brought in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
for us, which is the Foundation of our Claim 
to future Bleſſedneſs : That, being juſtified by his 
Grace, we might be made Heirs, according to the 
Hope of eternal Life. As our Breach of the 
Law ſubjected us to Death, ſo our Saviour's 
Obeying it for us, as our Surety, gives us a pro- 
per Title and Claim to Life and Happineſs, 
without the Intervention of any Thing, which 


can be named. 


Before I proceed farther, I beg Leave to ob- 
ſer ve, 


(..) Salvation precedes, and is the Founda- 
tion of Calling. We are ſaved in order to, or 
that we may be called. Our Vocation is among 
thoſe Things, which were promiſed to Chriſt, 

in our Behalf, when he undertook to effect the 
Work of our Redemption : When thou ſhalt 
make his Soul an Offering for Sin, be ſhall ſee bis 
Seed (f); i. e. he ſhall fee them regenerated, 

fanctified, and made meet for Heaven, and in 
the Poſfeſſion of it. As this was promiſed, 
upon his ſtipulating to offer himſelf a Sacrifice 

for our Sins: His Performance of that Engage- 


.0 Rom, v. 9. e Iſa. lin. 10. 
5 ment 


not according to Works, but Grace. 9 
ment, procured for us a Right to Grace and 
Glory. Hence it is evident, that our Voca- 
tion follows upon the Impetration of our Sal- 
vation by his Death and Sacrifice. 

(2.) It is certainly falſe, that what Chriſt 
obtained for. us, 'was an Offer of Pardon and 
Salvation: Or a Declaration and Promiſe from 
God, that he would pardon and fave us, upon 
our performing ſuch, or the other Condi- 
tions. The Vertue, Efficacy, and Merit of the 
Redeemer's Blood and Righteouſneſs are not 
dependent on any Thing in us; they reſult en- 
tirely from the Nature of his Sufferings, Obe- 
dience, and the Dignity of his Perſon, and, there- 
fore, of themſelves, without the Perforrnance 
of any Conditions by us, are available to pro- 
.cure for us what Benefits were promiſed to 
us by the Divine Father, upon his Undertak- 
ing, as our Surety, to obey the Law and ſuffer 
its Curſe : And, conſequently, it is falſe, that 
Chriſt obtained for us only a Propoſal, or ver- 
bal Grant of Salvation; and we are not left to 
acquire for ourſelves a Right to Pardon, Peace, 
and eternal Blefledneſs, which many affirm we 
are 

6 ) God i is the Ori gin, as Chriſt is the me- 
ritorious Cauſe of Salvation. It is of him, that 
Wwe are in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made 
unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santi:fication, 
and Redemption (u). The Father drew the 
Plan of our Salvation, It ſprings from his in- 
| finite Love, and all the Branches of it were 


, 6 0 1 Cor. i. zo. Ii 
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fixed and ſettled, in his infinitely wiſe and 
eternal Counſels. But more of this, by and by. | 


u. Hath called us with an 2 Calling. 


1. This Call ; is 2 ak Actual It is 
not to be underſtood of an Invitation, or ex- 
ternal Call, given to us in the Goſpel to repent 
= refbren, as many, in our Times, interpret 


This Vocation 1 is an internal Work upon 
as; And it is the ſame as the Apoſtle expreſſes 


in theſe Words: Being confident | of this very 


Thing, that be which hath begun a good Work 


in you (w). It is begetting us again. Nuicten- 


ing of us when dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. And 
rt is creating us in Cbriſt Jeſus unto good Works. 
Therefore, ſomething is produced in us, ex- 
_ there may be a Regeneration without any 

ng being generated. ' Unleſs Quickening 
may be, without a Communication: of Life. 
And, unleſs a _— Act may take” Place, 
when nothing is produced, or brought into 
Being; neither of which can reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed. It is effectual: Thy People ſhall be will- 
ing in the Day of thy Power (x). Every Man 
that bath beard, and hath learned of the "Father, 
cometh” unto Chri ft (y). None remain unwill- 
ing, when Divine Power is exerted to make 
willing. And no Man refuſes to come to 
Chriſt, or believe in him, who receives gracious 
Inſtruction rer and is S drawn by the Fa- 
ther. 5 


(*) Philip. i. 6. 4x) Pal. cx. 3. 65 John vi 45 
** 0 oy It 
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2. It is a holy Calling. It may be fitly fo 
repreſented ; SOC: bin] 
(..) It is an Implantation of a holy Principle 
in the Mind, but not an Expulſion of Sin. 
The Subjocts of this Vocation are the Work- 
 manſhip of. God created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
Works. The Author and End of this Work 
evince the Holineſs of its Nature. And it is a 
Meetneſ for Heaven, and, therefore, it muſt 
be good, pure, and holy. But it is not an Ex- 
pulſion of Sin. It deprives Sin of its Domi- 
nion, but leaves it its Being in the Heart. It 
any Man ſeriouſly thinks, that he hath nothing 
& Sin in him, it 10 a ſad Evidence, that he is 
deſtitute of Holineſs, and hath in him nothing 
but Sin. F ve ſay that we have no Sin, we 
deceive ourſelves, and the Truth is not in us (2. ) 
This may be of Uſe to guide us, as a Rule, in 
the Examination and Trial of our Hearts. For, 
on one Hand, when we ſearch for Evidences of 
Grace in ourſelves, we are not to expect to find 
a Freedom from the Being and Actings of Sin in 
us, and, therefore, we ſhould not conclude, that 
we have no Grace, becauſe we have Sin: Which 
-ſome are ſometimes tempted to think of them- 
ſelves, on Account of their Imperfection: And, 
on the other Hand, we muſt not imagine, that 
we ate regenerate Perſons, without we have 
ſome Evidence of Holineſs in us; for, though 
the Being of Corruption conſiſts with the Truth 
of Grace in the Heart, that can evidence to 
none his Regeneration. As an excellent D 
; (3) 1 John i i. 8. 
C 2 
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vine obſerves, The Being of Cockle in a Fieid 1s 
no Procf that Wheat is there: So Corruption 
cannot evidence to us the Being of Grace in our 
Souls. We may have the Lufts of the: Saints, 
and have none of their Graces. We may poſſeſs 
their Deformities, and be wholly deſtitute of 
their Beauties. This brings me to obſerve, 
(2.) All the Actings of our Minds, accord- 
ing to this Principle, are holy and ſpiritual. 
The regenerate Part of a Believer deligbts in 
the Law of God, and ſerves it. And, there- 
fore, we may know from what Principle the 
Acts of our Minds ſpring, by a proper Conſi- 
deration of their Nature : Whether they ariſe 
from the Fleſh, or from the Spirit. All vain 
Imaginations : All irregular Thoughts: All 
diſorderly and inordinate Defires : All evil Ten- 
-dencies in our Affections, take their Riſe from 
the Fleſh in us. And every pure, ſpiritual 
Act, ſprings from the heavenly Principle in 
our Souls. The Want of a due Attention un- 
to this hath ſometimes. been the Occaſion of 
ow Perplexities and diſtreſſing Fears, to truly 
umble and holy Perſons. And let us carefully 
remember this, that whatever we think of our- 
ſelves, and what Opinion ſoever others may 
have of us; we are ho farther holy, than this 
ſpiritual Principle is exerciſed in our Minds, 
upon Objects of a ſpiritual Nature, to which it 
is congruous. This, it may be, will furniſh 
many of us with juſt Cauſe of great Humilia- 
tion, and convince us, that we have ſad Rea- 
{on to cry out: Oh, our Leanneſs, our Lean- 
3317 neſs, 
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not according to Works, but Grace. 13 
neſs, the treacherous Dealers have dealt trea- 
cherouſly ! / 

Secondly, Neither Salvation, nor Calling, is 
according to our Works: Grace and Works 
are ſet in Oppoſition, whenever the Cauſality 
of our Salyation is treated of: T hey cannot be, 
therefore, Con-cauſes of it. Vit is of Grace, 
then it is no more of Works, otherwiſe Grace is 
no more Grace: Fit be of Works, then 1t is no more 
of Grace, otherwiſe Work is no more Work. It ts 
not o Works, left any Man ſhould boaſt (a). 

Men have always endeavoured to eſtabliſh 
the Doctrine of Salvation, by Works, at leaſt, 
in Part; and on this Subject they bave expreſ- 
ſed themſelves variouſly, but much the ſame 
Thing is meant. It ought to be obſerved that 
Language is entirely arbitrary, and, therefore, 
variable, and may be changed according to the 
Inclination of Writers. But Principles are eter- 
nal Things, whether true or falſe. That 
which was once a Truth will for ever remain 
ſuch, and that which once was falſe can never 
become true. But a Change in the Mode of 
Language, whereby Doctrines are expreſſed, 
ſometimes is taken for an Advancement of new 
Thoughts, or the Striking out of new Light, 
upon Subjects, natural, and, ſupernatural. 
Whereas no new Ideas are brought forth, and 
preſented to View ; they are no other than old 
Thoughts put into a new Dreſs, which makes 
not the leaſt Alteration in their Nature; they 
are ſtill the very ſame they always were, whe- 


(a) Rom, xi, 6, Eph. ii. . 


ther 
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ther true or falſe. And, therefore, it is at 
Evidence of Weakneſs and Vanity in thoſe 
Men, who ſeem willing to have it thought, 
that they make new and farther Diſcoveries, 
when they convey only od Notions, put into a 
later and more faſhionable Garb, according to 
the Fancy and Humour of the Age, wherein 
they happen to live. Thus it hath fallen out 
on the Subject under our preſent Conſide- 
ration: Sometimes it hath been ſaid, that 
Works are a proper Condition of Salvation; on 
which it is ſuſpended: Or it is by ſincere Obe- 
dience, in Oppoſition to feigned: Or there is 
a Congruity and Fitneſs, in Repentance and 
Obedience, to entitle us to the ſaving Benefits 
of Chriſt : Or, as the nodiſb Authors of our 
Times ſpeak, real, i. e. perſonal Holineſs, or per- 
ſonal Worth, renders us fit Objects of pardoning 
Mercy, and of the Complacency or moral Ap- 
probation of God, which, they ſay, it was ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible that the Obedience and Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt could do. Now it is caſy to 
| obſerve, that the ſame Thing is contended for, 
in theſe various Forms of Speech, vg. that Sal- 
vation and Happineſs are the proper Fruits of 


dur Repentance and Obedience, and not Effects 


obtained for us by the Righteouſneſs and Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt. For, it ſeems, the whole Efficacy 
of his Obedience and Sacrifice,in the Buſineſs of 
Remiſſion and Acceptation with God, is whol- 
ly dependent on, and in Purſuance of a Divine 
Decree, that ſo it ſhall; it reſults from our good 
Uuipolitions and worthy Actions. Thes ig a Re- 

nunciation 


not according. to Works, but. Grace. Is 


nunciation of the whole Goſpel. ' We are told, 
that the Grace of God — and the Death 

of Chriſt procured for us, antecedent Bleſſings, 
and that this is the grand Point, which the 
Apoſtle Paul, with ſo much Reaſoning, proves, 
particularly, in his Epiſtle to the Romans. Well, 
what are theſe antecedent Bleſſings? Are they 
Pardon, Peace, Reconciliation, Acceptance 
with God, Regeneration, Sanctification, and 
a Right to future. Bleſſedneſs? No. What are 
they then? They are nothing more than God's 
telling us, that he will pardon and ſave us, if 
we render ourſelves, by a ſuitable Temper and 
becoming Behaviour, the fit Objects of his 
moral Approbation. The Divine 8 
that God will ſave us, if we fit ourſelves for 
Salvation, is ſaid to be owing to the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt; but our Right to Salvation reſults from 
that Fitneſs in us, and not from his Sacri- 
fice. And, God's acquainting us, that he 
will fave us, upon that Fitneſs being found 
in us, is an Act of Favour, and is to be a- 
ſcribed to his Grace; but our Title to Salva- 
tion ariſes from that Fitneſs in us to be | 
doned and ſaved, Men may diſpute, while they 
pleaſe; but the Truth is, it is Salvation itſelf 
that is the Thing ended by the Apoſtle, and 
not a Declaration, that God will pardon and 
fave us: And he deſigns good Works, call 
them what you will, when. he excludes them 
as a Cauſe of Salvation. If, therefore, any: 
Works ſave us, 1 muſt nat be good, but 
en Works. 


2 = "i Neither 
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1. Neither is according to the Deſert of our 
Works. It ought to be obſerved, that, by 
Works, Obedience is intended, or Actions 
which are materially good. For, ſurely, no 
Man can be ſo ſtupid as to imagine, that a direct 
Violation of the Law merits the Divine Regard, 
and entitles the Offender to Benefits: And, 
therefore, Works muſt mean Duties perform- 
ed, and not Sins committed, Now, Salvation is 
not according to the Deſert of that Obedience, 
which Men endeavour to yield to the Law of 
God. For, though Duty is good, materially 
conſidered, yet it hath the Nature of Sin in it, 
by Reaſon of the Vitioſity of the Perſon who 
performs it. And fo he demerits Puniſhment, 
even in Duty, not as he attends to Duty; but 
as he performs it not, in that holy Manner 
which the Law requires him to do it. And if 
the beſt Actions of Men render them worthy 
of Cenſure, becauſe of the wrong Manner of 
their Performance, it is ſenſeleſs to imagine, that 
they merit the Favour of God, or thereby qua- 
lify themſelves for the Reception of Benefits 
from him. How then can it be thought, that 
Salvation, or Vocation, is according to the De- 
ſert of our Works? d 
2. Neither is according to the Nature of our 
Works. Such as we are in our natural Diſpoſi- 
tions, ſuch are all our Actions, as to their 
Kind. I do not mean, in Reſpect to the Mat- 
ter of our Actions: Or that they are materially 
ſinful. But what I intend is, that whatever 
we do, is, in its Kind, or as it is. acted by us, 
enn congru- 
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congruous to the governing Diſpoſition of our 
Souls. So that, in doing what is materially 
good, we are evil, and all our Actions have 

the Nature of Sin in them. Such as the 
Spring of Action is, ſuch muſt the Action be, 
evil, if that is evil, though not materially, yet 
as proceeding from a corrupted Principle and 
Fountain. No Action that is properly good, 
can be performed by a Perſon, who is deſtitute 
of good Principles, any more than ſweet 
Streams can flow from a bitter Fountain, 
which is impoſſible. = 
The carnal Mind is Enmity \againſt God, it 
is not ſubject to bis Law, neither, indeed, can 
be (5). And, without Faith it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe God (c). It muſt be concluded, there- 
fore, that Salvation is not according to the De- 
ſert, or Nature of our Works. And this 
leads me to obſerve two Things, with Reſpect 
to our Vocation. „ 5 144 | 

'1. It is an Act of pure Grace or free Love. 
For, prior to this Work upon us, we are not 
the Subjects of any good Diſpoſitions, nor are 
capable of performing Service, in an accepta- 
ble Manner. And, conſequently, our Voca- 
tion is the mere Effect of the Grace and Mer- 
cy of God. Not by Works of Righteouſneſs, 
which we have done, but of bis Mercy hath 
be ſaved us by the Waſhing of Regeneration, and 
the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt (d). But God 
who ig rich in Mercy, for his great Love where- 
awith he loved us, even when we were dead in Tre. 

b viii. 7. (e) Heb. xi. 6. 4) Tit. ui. 5. 
1 (0 7 (4) 2 


( 


18 Salvation and Vocation, 
Paſs and Sins, quickened us together with Chriſt 
. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
7 Chriſt, who of, his abundant Mercy bath 
egotten us again to à lively Hope, by the Refur- 
rection of. Chriſt from the Dead (/). 5 
2. Grace ſpecifically differs from the beſt 
Thing that is in a natural Man. An unrege- | 
nerate Perſon may be humble, modeſt, affable 
in his Temper and Behaviour; he may main- 
tain ſtrict Probity and Honour, attend unto re- 
ligious Duties, and have what is lovely and 
amiable, as the young Man of whom we read 


in the Goſpel, concerning whom it is ſaid, that 


our Lord loved him, i. e. approved of his virtu- 
ous and juſt Behaviour. But Grace is of a 
nobler Nature, than the moſt excellent Thing 
that is found in an unregenerate Perſon. Re- 
generation is not a Work upon Diſpoſitions 
which are in us previous unto itſelf, but it is 
the Implantation of Principles in us, which are 
entirely new, And, therefore, it is repreſent- 
ed, as giving us a new Heart, and a new Spirit 
within us, This it is which, diſtinguiſhes us 
from Perſons unregenerate, and makes us truly 


excellent. Hence the Saints are ſaid to be the 


excellent in the Earth, in whom is all Chriſt's 
Delight. The Fruits of the Spirit are in none, 
NR they are born of the Spirit, Grace is not 
'the Excitation of drawing forth of natural Prin- 
ciples into Act, by Influences and Impulſes from 
God; but it is a new Nature created in the 
Bou. For which Reaſon it 15 ſaid: 1f any Man 


00 Erh. ii. 4, 5, 6. () 1 Pet. 1. 3. 5 
| 8 9 
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be in Chriſt, be is a new Creature; old Things 
are paſſed away, and all Things are become new 
(g). So that, there is no Congruity between 
Grace and thoſe Principles, which are in us 
before its Production. Nor is it communicated 
to us, becauſe of any Fitneſs in us for it, or be- 
cauſe we are diſpoſed to receive it, or act agree- 
ably unto it. Faith, Hope, Love, Fear, Hu- 
mility, Meekneſs, and all other gracious Prin- 
ciples, differ ſpecifically from all that is in us, 
while we are in an unregenerate State. Nor is 
it poſſible, by any Operation whatever, to cauſe 
an unregenerate Mind to believe, hope, love 
God, or reverence and adore him, and yield a 
holy ſpiritual Obedience unto him. The Men- 
tion which ſome make of a Divine Influence, 
in Regeneration, means no more, than ſtirring 
up natural Principles unto holy Acts; which is 
far from Truth, and is abſurd, for Enmity can- 
not be made to love ; that involves a Contra- 
dition. But, by the Allowance of a Divine In- 
fluence to excite corrupt Nature unto gracious 
Acts, many are impoſed upon, and perſuad- 
ed to think, that it is antient Truth which is 
meant; but it is entirely a Miſtake, which 
might be eaſily diſcerned, if too many among 
us were not fooliſhly credulous, and diſpoſed 
to entertain a favourable Opinion of ſome 
Sort of Men, who court their Eſteem. I am 
ſure it is high Time for us to be upon our 
Guard, if we deſign to retain the Truth of the 
Goſpel. For no ſmall Number make fad Im- 


(8). Cor. v. 17. 
D 2 provement 
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eee of thoſe Modes of ſpeaking on 
Lvangelical Doctrines, which are now much 
come into Faſhion. 


But I go on to conſider, 


_ -» Thirdly, The poſitive Aﬀertion in the Text: 
God hath ſaved us, and called us with an boly 
Calling, according to his own Purpoſe and Grace, 
which was given us in Chriſt, before the World 
began. 


1. Purpoſe intends the Decree of God, which 
is called the Counſel of bis Will (b); becauſe of 
the Wiſdom which is diſplayed therein, and 
becauſe it is his good Pleaſure, or the pure Re- 
fult of his ſovereign Will; he formed the Plan 
and Model of our Salvation, in his infinite and 
eternal Mind, and fixed upon all the adorable 
Methods, whereby it was accompliſhed. He 
willed not to impute Sin to us: God was in 
Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf, not im- 
puting their Treſpaſſes to them. His Intention 
was, that Chriſt ſhould come under the Law, 
obey it, and bring in for us an everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs. He decreed, that our bleſſed 
Lord ſhould bear our Sins, and become an 
attoning Sacrifice for them, that we might go 
unpuniſhed, or eſcape that dreadful Wrath and 
Vengeance, whereunto we were obnoxious : 
And his Law and Juſtice ſuſtain no Loſs by 
our Pardon and Impunity. Again, he formed a 


(>) Eph, i. 11. | 
pA Deſign 
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Deſign and Reſolution to communicate. Holi- 
neſs unto us, or to regenerate and ſanctify us, 
and make us meet for the Fruition of him- 
ſelf. | 5 
2. This is his own Purpoſe, properly his; 
for it is the Effect of his ook n any 
external Motive and Inducement. And it is 
his on Contrivance, peculiar to himſelf. He 
only · could determine in what Way it became 
him to recover us from Ruin, and bring us to 
Glory. So wonderful is the Method of our 
Pardon and Salvation, that the Nature of it 
evinces it to be the Contrivance, not of finite, 
but infinite Wiſdom. Whether Holineſs, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Juftice, or Kindneſs, Grace, and 
Mercy, are more illuftriouſly diſplayed there- 
in, we are not able to ſay, but muſt eternally 
adore the infinitely wife Proviſion, which is 
made in the Scheme of our Salvation, for the 
aſtoniſhing Diſcovery and Exerciſe of each, in 
entire Harmony and Agreement: Mercy and 
Truth meet together : Righteouſneſs and Peace 
kiſs each other, in the Affair of our Redemp- 
tion. | 
(1.) Salvation is according to this Purpoſe. 
The Father, in Purſuance of his own Decree 
and Chriſt's Undertaking, laid our Iniquities 
upon him: And made him to be Sin for us. 
Agreeably to his everlaſting Connſels, when 7he 
Fulneſs of Time was come, be ſeut forth his Son 
made of a Woman, made under the Law, to re- 
deem us that were under the Law, that we might 
recerbe 
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receive the Adoption of Sons (i). Our Saviour's 
being made a Curſe for us, to redeem us from 
Condemnation, was according to this gracious 
Purpoſe. And the Expiation of our Guilt, 
by his Suſception of it, and Atoning for it, 
was 'the Accompliſhment of the Decree of 
the Father, who eternally reſolved upon our 
Remiſſion. The whole Order of Salvation, in 
all its Branches, and in Relation unto all its 
Subjects, 1s according to that Plan, which was 
formed in the Divine Mind. For it is of the 
Father that we are in Chriſt Jeſus, and he 
makes him unto us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Sanctification, and Redemption. Hence all 
that our Saviour did and ſuffered, was the Ful- 
fillment of the Father's Will, and the Diſ- 
charge of that Work, which he gave him to do: 
I came down from Heaven, not to do mine own 
Will, but the Will of bim that ſent me. I have 
finiſhed the Work, which thou gaveſt me to do. 
Our Salvation, therefore, or our Right to Par- 
don, Freedom from Condemnation, and Title 
to Life, arifing from the Obedience, and Suffer- 
ings, and Death of our bleſſed Lord, is accord- 
ing to the wiſe, the gracious, and ſovereign 
Will and Counſel of the Father. And, bere- 
in be abounded towards us, in all Wiſdom and 
Prudence. 

(2.) Vocation is according to this Purpoſe 
of God. The Subjects of it are the Objects 
of his eternal Choice unto Salvation. God hath 


from the Beginning choſen you to Salvation through 
(i) Gal. iv. 4, 5. 


Sancti » 
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Sandi iſication of the Spirit, and the Belief of the 


' "Truth (K.) Calling, therefore, is the Accom- 


pliſhment of God's gracious Decree concerning 
us. And hence, we are ſaid to be called ac- 
"cording to his Purpoſe : Ve know that all Things 
work together for Good to them who love God, to 
them who are the called according to his Purpoſe. 
Since it was the Determination of God to re- 
generate, ſanctify, and make us meet for Hea- 
ven, or to call us unto his eternal Glory: Calling 
doubtleſs is effectual. For God did not pur- 
poſe to work that in us, which he could not 
effect; nor could he deſign to produce Holineſs: 
in us by his powerful Influence upon us, if he 
knew our Nature and Make to be unfit, or im- 
proper, to be operated upon by his infinite 
Power. And, conſequently, this Vocation is 
effectual. God intended what he knew him- 
© ſelf able to produce: He purpoſed to convey 
to us what he knew we were capable of receiv- 
ing, though not of acquiring, even with Helps 
and Aſſiſtances afforded to us. Capable we are 
of being wrought upon, by infinite Power; 
but capable we are not of being helped to ſee, 
3 we are deſtitute of a viſive Power; ca- 
pable we are not of being aſſiſted to act, be- 
cauſe we have not Life, a Principle of Action. 
Capable we are not of being enabled to love 
God and Holineſs, becauſe we are Enmity a- 
gainſt God, and all real Holineſs. But we are 
capable of receiving, by Infuſion, Light, Life, 
and a Principle of Love, though we are Dark- 


(4) 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. 
neſs, 
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neſs, are in a State of Death, and are Enmity 
itſelf againſt . God, It was the Purpofe of 
God to give us new Hearts and new Spirits, 
28 his Promiſe evinces; and, when a new Heart 
and a new Spirit is given, we are capable of 
being aſſiſted to act in a holy ſpiritual Manner, 
but not before; Any more than a Man can be 
aſſiſted to fee, without a viſive Power, or be 
enabled to act without Life, or a Principle of 
Action, or than Enmity can be affiſted to love. 
As the Purpoſe of God took Place, in our Re- 
demption : S0 it ſhall. be accompliſhed, in Vo- 
cation, in all its Objects. And this Work 
muſt be effectual in every one, unh is the Sub- 


OM of it. 

II. Salvation and Vocation: are 3 to 
Grace, which was given us in wy before the, 
den began. | 


1. It is PAN here to gen what 3 is in- 
tended by Grace. 
1.) That ſometimes means the Goodoch | 
* e and Kindneſs of God. Thus 1 
theſe Words: By Grace are ye ſaved (I). The 
ſovereign and unmerited Favour of God, is 
the Origin of our Salvation. That is the 
Fountain of all the Branches of our Recovery 
and Happineſs. - Election to Salvation was not 
of Works, but of Grace. The Conſtitution 
of Chriſt to he our Head, Mediator, and Savi- tc 
our was an Act of free Favour. The Gift of al 


(1) Eph. ii. 5. a 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt to us, and for us, was an amazing In- 
ſtance of rich and glorious Grace. God ſ% loved 


the World, that be gave his only begotten Son 


(n). It was an illuſtrious Act of Grace in God 
* deliver him up to Suffering and Death for 
God commended: his Love towards us, in 
che, while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for 
us (n). Our Redemption, or the Forgiveneſs ' 
of our Sins, is according to the Riches of the © 
Father's Grace, as the meritorious Cauſe is 
Chriſt's Blood: Our Juſtification is a gratui- 
tous Act: That being juſtified by bis Grace (o). 
In a Word, all the + Kc of our Salvation ſpring 
from the Fountain of God's good Pleaſure, or ' 
his rich Mercy and Kindneſs. Pardon, Peace, 
Acceptation, Freedom from Condemnation, 
and our Right to eternal Life are all derived 
from. the everlaſting Love and Grace of God. 
Our Vocation is the Fruit and Effect thereof: 
T have-loved thee with an everlaſting Love, there- 


abundgnt Mercy -is 5 The in begetting 
again. unto. a lively Ho pe. The rich Mercy 
an nfl great Love of God are e diſcovered, 
orqhine. forth, in quickening us, when we are 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. Our Nature and Con- 
duct are a full and irrefragable Proof of this im- 


4+ with loving Kindneſs have I drawn thee. 


portant Truth. We areEnmity againſt God, and 


have not the leaſt Degree of a friendly Diſpoſition 
towards him, nor any Deſire of an Acquaint- 
ance with him, or of enjoying him, the Origin 
of Bleſſedneſs. To ſuggeſt, that Men naturally . 


(m) John iii. 16. ( Rom, viii. 7. (o) Tit. i. 7. 
"£2 E have 


have any ſuch Deſire, or can have, is the ready 
Way to flatter them into Hell, I am bold to ſay 


it, though I am ſenſible, that it is abſolutelß 


contrary, to the Fa/bronable! Divinity of our 
Times. I uſe this Plainneſs and Freedom in 
Speaking, becauſe I am more and more con- 


vinced, by various melancholy. Things, which 
daily occur, that this is a Seaſon, wherein, in 
an eſpecial Manner, we ought to be oper and ex- 


plicit, in aſſerting Truth, if ever there was 


ſuch a Seaſon, ſince the Chriſtian Name was 


known in the World. It is evident, that Sal- 


vation and Vocation are according to the free 
and unmerited Love of God, But I humbly. 
apprehend, that is not deſigned here; my Rea- 
ſon for it is: This Grace was given us, which 
is a Mode of ſpeaking, that is not properly 
uſed of the Love of God, itſelf. His Love 
was fixed upon us in Chriſt, before the World 
began; but it ſeems to me not agreeable, 


ſtrictly ſpeaking, to ſay of Divine Favour, it- 
ſelf, that it was given us. And, therefore, L 


rather think, that by Grace here we are to un- 


derſtand, 


(2.) The Effects of Divine Love: Which 
may be called Grace, becauſe they ſpring from 
it. And, thoſe Effects, are all ſpiritual, and 


eternal Bleſſings: Or Grace and Glory, which 


we receive from God in this World, and ſhall 
enjoy in the next. The God and Fatber of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt bleſſad us with all ſpiritual 
Bięſings, in heavenly Places, in Chriſt. There 


is no ſpiritual Bleſſing, which is not included 
| - | in 


% tf. * + 


; 


; 
: 
4 
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in this Act of theDivine Father. It comprehends 
all and every one, Adoption, Pardon, Peace, 
Acceptation, Grace for our Sanctification, and 
Preſervation in this State, and everlaſting Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, in the immediate Preſence of God, 
| fter. 

2. This Grace, or theſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
were given us in Chriſt, This ſuppoſes that Re- 
lation, or Union, which ſubſiſted between 
Chriſt and us, when this Act of the Father 
was put forth. He was our Head and Repre- 
ſentative, and we were included in him, and 
repreſented by him. And, therefore, what was 
given to him for us, as ſtanding in the Capacity 
of a Repreſentative Head, with the ſtricteſt Pro- 
priety, may be ſaid to be given to us in him. 
And this Act of the Father was a real Grant, 
Promiſe, and Donation of Grace, in that com- 
prehenſive Senſe, which is above explained. 
3. This Grant, or Donation of all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings, was before the World began: That is 
to ſay, in Eternity, or before the Commence- 
ment of Time. For this Phraſe is uſed to 
expreſs the everlaſting Date of that to which it 
is applied: In Hope of eternal Life, which God, 
that cannot lye, promiſed before the World began. 
And the fame Idea is expreſſed by another 
Phraſe; which is much like to this, viz. be- 
fore the Foundation of the World: God ble/- 
ſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly 
Places, in Chriſt : According as he hath choſen 
us in him before the Foundation of the World (p). 

?) Eph. i. 4. 
8 E 2 5 The 
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The Act of bleſſing us with all ſpiritual Blef- 
ſings, is, therefore, of the ſame Date with our 
Election, which is eternal. Our Non- Exiſt- 
ence is no Objection at all to this Conferring 
of a Right upon us to theſe Bleſſings, any 

more than it is to our Election. For, if they 
ho are not, may be choſen, they who do not 

at preſent exiſt, may have a Right conferred 
upon them unto Benefits, in one who repre- 

ſents them. If any ſhall ſay, this is a Colla- 
tion of Right upon nothing, ſince they were 
not: I would ſay, God choſe nothing, ſince 
they did not exiſt, who are ſuppoſed to be the 

Objects of the Divine Choice. Our Reception 
of Divine Bleſſings neceſſarily ſuppoſes our 
perſonal Exiſtence; but the Conferring of a 
Right upon us to thoſe Bleſſings, no more 
requires, or ſuppoſes, our preſent Exiſtence, 

than the Divine Election of our Perſons to eter- 
nal Salvation requires, or ſuppoſes, our preſent 
Exiſtence. I confeſs, that I have been ſome- 
what ſurprized, to hear ſome very intelligent 
Perſons object, in this Manner, unto what is now 
pleaded for, and am perſuaded, that, if they 
thoroughly examined, into the Nature, Force, 
and Conſequence of Objections of this Sort, 
they would be convinced, that they are by no 
Means to be admitted. If our Faith in hea- 
venly Myfteries is to be directed by, and ac- 
commodated unto, Rules, which paſs for Learn- 
ing among Men; I am fatisfied, that it muſt 
be very incomplete, and in many other Parti- 
culars 
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culars much corrupted, as well as in this In- 
ſtance we have now before us. 


In order to ſet this Doctrine in as clear a 


; Point of Light as I can, I would propoſe to 
Conſideration the following Things : 


(1.) Chriſt was conſtituted a Head to us, 
in Eternity, by the Divine Father, with his 
own Conſent. I ſuppoſe it will be granted, 
that the Covenant of Grace and Peace, where- 


in the Buſineſs of our Salvation was ſettled, 


provided for, and ſecured, was entered into, 


-in Eternity, by the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt, 


our Mediator and Surety. That Covenant was 


not made or entered into with him in a private 


but public Capacity ; or, therein he was ap- 


pointed to be, and, in the Repute of the 


Father, he then was, the Head and Repre- 


ſentative of all the choſen People of God. 
And, conſequently, the Covenant of Grace not 


only had Relation unto, or concerned them, 
and reſpected. their final Happineſs; but it was 


made with them in him, as their Repreſenta- 


tive in that Tranſaction. I have always much 


approved of what the Aſſembly of Divines ſay 


on this Subject, vis. That the Covenant of 
Grace was made with Chrift, as a Head, and 


with all the Elect, in bim, as bis Seed. Our 
Saviour was ſet up from everlaſting, from the 


Beginning, or ever the Earth was (q) : Which 
reſpects the Father's Deſignation and Appoint- 


ment of him to be our Mediator and Head, 


unto which he conſented, and became inveſted 
| | (] Prov. viii. 23. 


with 
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with that Office, tho' his human Nature [did 
not then ſubſiſt, wherein he was, in the Time 
agreed on between the Father and himſelf, to 
do and ſuffer for us, all that which, in this 
Covenant be ſtipulated to do and ſuffer, in 
order to our "wx in Subordination to the 
Glory of all the Divine Perſections. Upon 
this Deſignation of the Father, and his own 
undertaking to be our Mediator and Head, 
he became ſuch in the Divine Repute, and 
repreſented us, notwithſtanding his human Na- 
ture then ſubſiſted not, and tho we were not 
then perſonally exiſtent. The Promiſes, there- 
fore, which the Father made to him in this 
Covenant, that had Reſpect to us, or which 
expreſs the Privileges and Bleſſings, which are 
to be received and enjoyed by us, are to - 
conſidered as made to us in him, as our R 
ſentative. If Chriſt was then conſtituted 3 
Head, it muſt be concluded, that he then had 
Members, who were conſidered in him, or 
who were his Body, and in Union with . ; 
for he was not a Head without Members. 
And it muſt be obſerved, that both the Natures 
of Chriſt are included in this his Relation to 
vs as a Head: And, as the preſent Subſiſtence 
of his human Nature. was not neceſſary unto 
his becmoing a Head to the Church of the 
Fir/t-born, whoſe Names are written in Heaven, 
ſo our perſanal Exiſtence was not neceſſary 
unto our becoming his Members. The certain 
ſuture Subſiſtence of his human Nature-was a 
ſufficient Foundation for. his, Headſhip to a9}; 
| an 
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and the certain future Exiſtence of our Perſons, 
was a ſufficient Ground, ſor our b ae 
Members of hnim. If this Reaſoning is n 
allowed of, for my Part, I am not able 0 
diſcern how it was poſſible, that” our Saviour 
ſhould be a Head unto the Church of God, 
before the Time of his Incafnation. But, 
ſurely, it is not to be imagined, that the Church 
was without a Head, until Chriſt became in- 
carnate. This is a farther Proof, that heavenly 
Myſteries are not to be limited by, nor accom- 
modated unto, thoſe Rules which are called 
Learning among Men; and may juſtly con- 
vince us that thoſe Rules, of har Uſe ſoever 
they may be in other Things, in divine Truths, 
are, not not only uſeleſs; but pernicious: Which | 
is a proper Reaſon” for an utter Rejection of 
them in Evangelical Doctrines, let ſome Per- 
ſons ſay hal they pleaſe in their Fayour. 
If we will form our Notions of the ſublime 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity, by Rules of Art, o. 
human” Science, which are "allowed to be of 
Service in reaſoning upon natural Truths, * 
am ſure,” our Conceptions concerning ſuper- 
natural Truths muſt be, not only excerdihbly „ 
imiperfect, but alſo, in various Inſtances, cer- 
tainly falſe: The Redfon' of which is evident; pe” 
thoſe Myſteries are Truths which Eye hath not 
ſeen, no Ear "heard, "neither have entered into 


age 


the Hrurt of Mar Cr); 1. e. they are Doctrines 

abfolutgly unknown to the human Mind, and 

are not inferribie from, nor have any Chi 
n Tor. ii. 295 ; | 

nexion 
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nexion with, ſuch Truths, as Men, by - the 
utmoſt Stretch of Reaſoning, can acquire the 
Knowledge of. All Objections, therefore, unto 
God's eternal Ads of Favour. towards us in 
Chriſt, our Head, which proceed upon, or 
ariſe from this Axiom, That nothing can be 
redicated of a Non-ens, or what is not, or 
th not preſent Being, are fond, and not of 
the leaſt Weight, 7 
(2.) The Father promiſed and gave, or made 
a Grant of, all thoſe Favours and Bleſſings unto . 
us in Chriſt, which are compriſed in our full 
Salvation. The Covenant of Grace contains in 
it every ſaving Benefit: And, therefore, David 
| ſays concerning that Covenant, This is all my 
| Salvation, and all my Defire (6). There is one 
| - grand Promiſe of the Goſpel, which is com- 
| prehenſive of every Thing that is conducive - 
unto, and wherein our final Felicity conſiſts, 
viz, the Promiſe of eternal Life. This Pro- 
miſe was made in Eternity: In Hope of eternal 
Life, which God, that cannot lye, promiſed before 
the World began (t). Pardon of Sin, and all 
that is therein included— the Acceptation of 
our Perſons—Grace for our Regeneration, Sanc- }. 
tification, and Preſervation in this World -and 
that Glory which we ſhall poſſeſs in the next, 
were promiſed by the Father to Chriſt, our 
Head, from everlaſting, or before the World 
began, and unto us in him, as our Repreſen- 
tative, in thoſe federal TranſaQtions which 
paſs'd between the Divine Father and himſelf, _. 
(J 2 Sam. xii. 5. (0) Tit. i. 2. 


A 
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as ſtanding in the Capacity of Mediator. What 
he did and ſuffered, in order to our Salvation, 
in his mediatorial Capacity, was in the Fulneſs 
of Time, but his Inveſtiture with the media- 
torial Office was before the Commencement of 
Time: And whatever ſpiritual Bleflings we 
now receive by Faith, and all that Bleſſedneſs 
which we ſhall partake of in the future 
State, were given us, in Chriſt, in this ever- 
laſting Covenant, 

(3.) Right to Grace and Glory, or unto all 
ſpiritual Bleſſings, aroſe from this Divine Grant 
and Promiſe of them to us in Chriſt, our 
Head. As by a Deed of Conveyance a Child 
unborn may become Heir unto an Eſtate, or 
as Right to an Inheritance ariſes to one not yet 
born by Virtue of a Deed of Conveyance, ſo 
Right to Pardon, Peace, Freedom from Con- 
demnation, Acceptation with God, and unto 
Grace and eternal Glory, ariſes from the Divine 
Promiſe and Grant of thoſe Bleſſings to us in 
Chriſt, our Head, in the everlaſting Covenant. 
And this Grant was made to Chriſt on Con- 
ditions required to be performed by him, and 
which he ſtipulated to fulfil, His Performance 
of theſe Conditions, therefore, confirms our 
Right unto thoſe Bleſſings, and aſcertains our 
Reception of them. They are free Gifts to 
us; but on the Part of our Saviour they are 
Debt, - or he hath procured them for us by 
doing and ſuffering the Will of the Father; 
on Condition of which this Grant of them 


. was made to him, .as our Surety and Head. 
| F Hencs 
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Hence he makes a Demand of Glory in Behalf 
of his People: Father, I WILL, that they 
alſo, whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
T am, that they may behold my Glory, which thou 
baſt given me (u). This Right is not known 
to us, is not actionable or pleadable by us, 
until we receive Grace from God to make us 
meet for Heaven; but the fœderal Tranſactions 
of the Father and Chriſt inveſted us with a 
Right to. all ſpiritual Bleſſings, tho* we knew 
It not, nor could plead it. 

2. Salvation and Vocation are according 
unto this Grace, which was given in Chriſt, 
before the World began. | 

(1.) Salvation is according to that Grace, 
The Beſtowment of ſpiritual Bleſſings upon 
us in Chriſt did not prevent our Apoſtacy, 
and Ruin, in Conſequence thereof. Adam was 
the Head and Repreſentative of the Elect as 
well as of the Non-ele&, and they are equally 
chargeable with his Offence : They, no leſs 
than the Reſt, derive a corrupt Nature from 
him, and nothing differ from them in the 
natural Diſpoſition of their Minds ; they are 
Children of Wrath by Nature, even as others; 
and their Deportment is of the ſame rebellious 
Nature againſt God, as is the Behaviour of 
the Non- elect; and, therefore, they come un- 
der a legal Charge of Sin, are under the Sen- 
tence of the Law's Curſe, and are obnoxious 
unto, and worthy of, eternal Death: Conſe- 
_ quently, the Grant of ſpiritual Bleſſings unto 

| ) John xvii. 24. 

a them 
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them in Chriſt, as their ſpiritual, federal Head, 
did not prevent their Ruin and Miſery by Sin; 
but it was a gracious and effectual Proviſion 
for their Recovery out of that miſerable Con- 
dition, whereinto they are involved by Guilt, 
original, and that which they themſelves con- 
tract. The Nature, Terms, or Articles, and 
Promiſes of the Covenant of Grace mbſt evi- 
dently ſuppoſe our Miſery, as we are included 
in, and are Tranſgreſſors of, the Covenant of 
Works: And it is no Contradiction to affirm, 
that, according to the latter, we are %, un- 
done, and miſerable, and that, according to the 
former, we are ſafe, ſecure, and faved; becauſe 
with our natural Head we are included in the 
Covenant of Works, and in our ſpiritual Head 
we are included in the Covenant of Grace, 
and both at the ſame Time. This cannot 
be denied, without denying that the Church 
was related unto Chriſt, as a Head, when the 
Covenant . of Grace was made with him ; 
which is, perhaps, what ſome may be in- 
clined to deny; but they cannot do it, without 
deſtroying the proper Foundation of the Im- 
putation of Sin to Chriſt, and of the Imputa- 
tion of his Righteouſneſs unto the Church of 
| God. Our Salvation is according unto the 
gracious Promiſes made unto Chriſt, our Head, 
in this Covenant. Agreeably to the mutual 
Tranſactions of the Father and our Redeemer 
in the Covenant of. Grace, he aſſumed our 
Nature into: Union with himſelf, came under 
the Obligation of the Covenant of Works, 
B30 2 | obeyed 
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obeyed that Law for us, and ſo brought in 
an everlaſting Righteouſneſs. The Father im- 
puted our Guilt to him; he took it upon 
himſelf, or conſented to bear it, and endured 
that Puniſhment, which, according to the 
Conſtitution of the Law, was due to us, as 


Tranſgreſſors of it. Thus he bare our Guilt, 


and bafe it away from us, and out of the Sight 
of God, as a Judge. Redemption, therefore, 
or the Remiſion of Sin, Peace, and Recos 
ciliation, are according unto that Grace, which 
was promiſed, given, and granted to us, in 
Chriſt, in the everlaſting Covenant; ſo alſo is 
the Juſtification of our Perſons through the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the Mediator of that 
Covenant. And, agreeably unto what was 
ſtipulated between the Father and the Son 
from everlaſting, our Perſons, while in a State 


of Unregeneracy, are preſerved from many 


Dangers, which would be of fatal Conſe- 


quence to us, and we are recovered from, 


or out of, it may be, ſome very threatening 
Sekneſſes and Diſorders; and ſo we are, in 
the Diſpenſations of Providence, preſerved un- 
til the Time appointed for our partaking of 
the Grace and Bleſſings of that Covenant, 
wherein is the Whole of our Salvation, and 
all our Deſire, as ſpiritual Perſons. Hence we 

may learn, that none, who are included in 
the Covenant of Grace: are taken out of the 


World, before they receive Grace from God 


to prepare them for the Fruition of himſelf, 


nor can die in a State of Unregeneracy. And, 


* 8 therefore, 
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therefore, it is a vain Objection, which ſome 
have made to the Doctrine of our Right to 

Salvation and Happineſs by Virtue of a Divine 

Grant in the everlaſting Covenant, that, if we 

die unregenerate, we could not be admitted to 

Heaven; for the Objection ſuppoſes what is 

not ſuppoſeable, nor can be; becauſe, as this 

Grant intitles us to eternal Life, ſo it gives us 

a Right unto, and enſures our partaking of, 

Grace and Holineſs, as a Meetneſs for the 

Enjoyment of it. The Promiſe of eternal 

Life, which was made by God, who cannot 

lye, before the World began, as it gave us an 

unalienable Right unto that State of complete 

Happineſs, ſo it ſecured to us a Participation 

of that Purity and Holineſs, which are ne- 

ceſſary, as a Preparative for the Poſſeſſion of 
that future Bleſſedneſs, and fully proves the 
great Impropriety and Impertinence of this 

Objection to our Right unto Salvation and 

everlaſting Life, prior to Faith in Chriſt. 

Sanctification is neceſſary to, and muſt precede, 

the Enjoyment of 'heavenly Bliſs : For without 

Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. But Right 

to eternal Life is previous unto our Sancti- 

fication, and ſecures it. 

(a.) Vocation is according unto Grace, 
which was given us in Chriſt, before the 
*_ began. 

Thoſe only are the Subjects of this 
Divine Work, to whom Grace was given in 
the everlaſting Covenant : And, who thoſe 
Perſons are, it is eaſy to determine: They 

are 
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are the Elect: No more nor other than, they 
are called to God's eternal Glory. Election to 
Salvation is the Ground and Foundation of 
Regeneration and Sanctification. This gracious 
Decree is the Fountain of all that Purity and 
Holineſs, which Men receive as a Meetneſs 
for Heaven: God hath from the Beginning 
choſen you to Salvation, thro' Sanctification 
of the Spirit. Love to God is the Fruit and 
Effet of Divine Love to us. We love him, 
becauſe he firſt loved us. Heavenly Attraction 
ſprings from an Intereſt in the Favour of God: 
T. have loved thee with an everlaſting Love; 
therefore, with loving Kindneſs have I drawn 
thee. Vocation is the Execution of the Decree 
of Election ; and, therefore, they are parallel, 
and exactly of the ſame Extent. Some ſup- 
poſe, that the Influence of the Spirit of God 
upon Men, in order to Salvation, is of wider 
Compaſs than Election is: That Influence, 
therefore, and thoſe Effects, whatever they be, 
which it produces, cannot evidence to any 
their Election of God: And, conſequently, 
none can poſſibly know, that their Names 
ate written in Heaven, or that they are choſen 
to Salvation, let their Convictions, Repentance, 
Truſt, and Obedience be what they may: 
Which is a ſufficient Proof of the Falſhood 
of this Suppoſition; for it is not conſiſtent 
with the Will of God, which is that the Heirs 
of Promiſe ſnould have a proper Foundation for 
ſtrong Conſolation. If any of thoſe who em- 
brace this Opinion have ſuch Conſolation, I 
| am 
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am ſure, their Experience is not founded upon, 
but contradicts, their Principles. Beſides, this 
Opinion ſuppoſes, that Men who have no ſu- 
pernatural Principle in them, may be aſſiſted 
to act ſpiritually, which is impoſſible. That 
which oppoſes Grace, cannot be excited unto 
Act of Holineſs, by any Impulſe whatever. 

2. Calling is the Communication of that 
Grace unto us, which was given us in Chriſt, 
before the World began. It was the Pleaſure of 
the Father that a/ Fulneſs ſhould dwell in Chrift : 
That, of his Fulneſs, we might receive, and 
Grace for Grace (u). The Donation of Grace 
to us, in Chriſt our Head, inveſted us with a 
Right unto a Participation of it. And Rege- 
neration is the Beſtowment or actual Convey- 
ance of that to us, which he received and had 
in keeping for us, as the Mediator of the Cove» 
nant of Grace, Vocation, therefore, is ac- 
cording to that Grace, unto which we had a 
previous Right, by Virtue of a divine Grant 
and Promiſe, in the everlaſting Covenant, 

3. That Grace, which was given us in 
Chriſt, is very comprehenſive. For, it in- 
cludes thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings which we re- 
ceive now, and ſhall enjoy hereafter. Grace 
bears the Name of Glory: But we all with 
open Face, beholding in as a Glaſs the Glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the ſame Image, from 
Glory to Glory (ww), i. e. from one Degree of 
Grace to another. And Glory is called Grace : 
And hope to the End, for the Grace that is to 
i Col. i, 19. John i. 16. (u) 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
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be brought unto you at the Revelation 2 Jeſus 
Chriſt (x). It is ſo called, becauſe it ſprings 
from the free Grace of God. Grace is the ſame 
in Kind with Glory, and is the Beginning of 
everlaſting Life: He that believetb hath everlaſt- 
ing Life, not only in Title, but alſo in the 
Seed and Beginning of it. So much Grace, 
therefore, as you have in your Hearts, ſo much 
you have of Heaven, And, if you are now Par- 
takers of Grace, you ſhall enjoy future Bliſs :. 

For the Father hath given Power to Chriſt 
over all Fleſh, that be might give eternal — je 
to as many as be bath given him (y)). 


(x) 1 Pet. iii. 12. ) John xvii. z. 
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